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this grave objection would have to give way before military
necessity "-1

In the case of Courland and Lithuania, the General
Staff was opposed to relinquishing from German control
any territory which had been won by force of arms. It was
their wish to create two Grand-Duchies which should be
connected with the House of Hohenzollern in the person of
the Emperor himself, and so far had they impressed their
views upon the local governments through the agency of
the Commander-in-Chief in the East, and, in Courland, of
the Baltic Barons, that elections for constituent assemblies
had already taken place in both provinces, and the Diet of
Mitau had actually requested the Kaiser to become Duke
of Courland.

The Lithuanians had proved less tractable, and more
drastic methods were necessary to ensure their compliance.
The Diet of Vilna had been curtly informed by Prince
Isenburg and General von Freytag-Loringhoven that, unless
it voted for an independent Lithuania with support from
the German Empire, the Supreme Command would insist
upon the establishment of a new strategic frontier for
Germany, a Kovno-Grodno-Dvinsk line cutting the country
in two, and leaving the Lithuanians on the east of it to
their own devices.2

Such was the principle of self-determination " as I
interpret it".

December 19, 1917. Crown Council at Kreuznach ; the
All-Highest War Lord presides. Pale and nervous, he sits
sunk in his chair, listening to the wrangling of his Ministers
and generals. Square-headed, grey, and sphinx-like, Hinden-
burg remains impassive throughout the session; near him
the white-whiskered Chancellor, Count von Hertling, a sad
old man, anxious to do his best but unwilling to cross the

1 Ludendorfi, ii. 521.                            2 Scheidemann, ii. 101.